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Description : 

Prsentation de l'diteurRory Stewart's moving account of his walk across Afghanistan in January 2002 was 
immediately hailed as a classic. Caught between hostile nations, warring factions and competing ideologies, 
at the time Afghanistan was in turmoil following the US invasion. Travelling entirely on foot and following 
the inaccessible mountainous route once taken by the Mogul Emperor, Babur the Great, Stewart was nearly 

defeated by the extreme, hostile conditions. Only with the help of an unexpected companion and the 
generosity of the people he met on the way did he survive to report back with unique insight on a region 

closed to the world by twenty-four years of war.Winner of the Royal Society of Literature Ondaatje Award 
and the Spirit of Scotland Award and shortlisted for the Guardian First Book Award, the John Llewellyn 

Rhys Memorial Prize and the Scottish Book of the Year Prize.From Publishers WeeklyWe never really find 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B003GGSSX6


out why Stewart decided to walk across Afghanistan only a few months after the Taliban were deposed, but 
what emerges from the last leg of his two-year journey across Asia is a lesson in good travel writing. By 
turns harrowing and meditative, Stewart's trek through Afghanistan in the footsteps of the 15th-century 

emperor Babur is edifying at every step, grounded by his knowledge of local history, politics and dialects. 
His prose is lean and unsentimental: whether pushing through chest-high snow in the mountains of Hazarajat 

or through villages still under de facto Taliban control, his descriptions offer a cool assessment of a 
landscape and a people eviscerated by war, forgotten by time and isolated by geography. The well-oiled 

apparatus of his writing mimics a dispassionate camera shutter in its precision. But if we are to accompany 
someone on such a highly personal quest, we want to know who that person is. Unfortunately, Stewart 

shares little emotional background; the writer's identity is discerned best by inference. Sometimes we get the 
sense he cares more for preserving history than for the people who live in it (and for whom historical 

knowledge would be luxury). But remembering Geraldo Rivera's gunslinging escapades, perhaps we could 
use less sap and more clarity about this troubled and fascinating country.(May) Copyright Reed Business 

Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.AudiofileIn 2002, in the midst of war and a 
typically harsh winter, Rory Stewart embarked on the seemingly insane undertaking of walking across 

Afghanistan. That it was madness was explained to the accomplished Scots journalist, but he was not to be 
dissuaded, especially since the journey was part of the larger scheme that he had already accomplished: to 
traverse the Muslim world on foot by way of Iran, Pakistan, India, and Nepal. Thankfully, he lived, and 
nearly as marvelous a reason for celebration is the book that resulted, a glowing achievement in the rich 

history of travel writing. Stewart's narration of his own work further reveals a traveler of deep insight and 
humility (without a trace of sentimentality), and a man of rare courage and grace. M.O. AudioFile 2007, 

Portland, Maine-- Copyright AudioFile, Portland, Maine 


