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Description : Description du produitWhen Jack Taylor blew town at the end of The Guards his alcoholism
was a distant memory and sober dreams of anew life in London were shining in his eyes. In the opening
pages of The Killing of the Tinkers, Jack's back in Galway ayear later with a new leather jacket on his back,
apack of smokesin his pocket, afew grams of coke in his waistband, and a pint of Guinness on hismind. So
much for new beginnings.Before long he's sunk into his old patterns, lifting his head from the bar only every
few days, appraising his surroundings for mere minutes and then descending deep into the alcoholic, drug-
induced fugue he prefersto the real world. But a big gypsy walksinto the bar one day during a moment of
Jack's clarity and changes all that with a simple request. Jack knows the look in this man's eyes, alook of
hopel essness mixed with resolve topped off with a quietly smmering rage; he's seen it in the mirror.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B000FC0YXG

Recognizing a kindred soul, Jack agrees to help him, knowing but not admitting that getting involved is
going to lead to more bad than good. But in Jack Taylor's world bad and good are part and parcel of the
same lost cause, and besides, no one ever accused Jack of having good sense. Ken Bruen wowed critics and
readers alike when he introduced Jack Taylor in The Guards; he'll blow them away with The Killing of the
Tinkers, anovel of gritty brilliance that cements Bruen's place among the greats of modern crime fiction.

Prsentation de |'diteurWhen Jack Taylor blew town at the end of The Guards his alcoholism was a distant
memory and sober dreams of anew life in London were shining in his eyes. In the opening pages of The
Killing of the Tinkers, Jack's back in Galway ayear later with a new leather jacket on his back, a pack of
smokes in his pocket, afew grams of coke in his waistband, and a pint of Guinness on his mind. So much for
new beginnings.Before long he's sunk into his old patterns, lifting his head from the bar only every few days,
appraising his surroundings for mere minutes and then descending deep into the alcoholic, drug-induced
fugue he prefersto the real world. But abig gypsy walks into the bar one day during a moment of Jack's
clarity and changes all that with a simple request. Jack knows the look in this man's eyes, alook of
hopel essness mixed with resolve topped off with a quietly ssmmering rage; he's seen it in the mirror.
Recognizing a kindred soul, Jack agrees to help him, knowing but not admitting that getting involved is
going to lead to more bad than good. But in Jack Taylor's world bad and good are part and parcel of the
same lost cause, and besides, no one ever accused Jack of having good sense. Ken Bruen wowed critics and
readers alike when he introduced Jack Taylor in The Guards; he'll blow them away with The Killing of the
Tinkers, anovel of gritty brilliance that cements Bruen's place among the greats of modern crime
fiction.From Publishers WeeklyWith his second Jack Taylor crime novel (after 2003's The Guards), Irish
author Bruen confirms his rightful place among the finest noir stylists of his generation. A year after the
newly sober Jack Taylor left Galway to start anew lifein London, the former member of the Gardai
Siochana (the Irish police) returns home, afailed marriage behind him. The Pl is sinking back into alcoholic
oblivion when an Irish Gypsy, Sweeper, approaches Jack for help in solving the murders of a number of
young men in his clan. The Guards aren't interested, since, after all, "it'sonly tinkers... and everyone knows,
they're always killing each other."” The quintessential outsider himself, Jack empathizes with the roaming
Gypsies and feels comfortable in their company. Enlisting the aid of Keegan, a burly cop friend from
London, Jack sets about investigating the killings, while at the same time he struggles to keep his own
personal demons under control. Bruen's spare, lean style reads like prose poetry. Indeed, beneath the surface
of Jack's jaded, self-destructiveness is aromantic with a poet's sensibilities. An autodidact, Jack continually
references hisliterary heroes, from Chester Himes to Thomas Merton. Next to his bottle of Jameson is
always a book to help him through the hard times: "I needed Merton and a pint. Not necessarily in that
order."” Thisis aremarkable book from a singular talent. Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of
Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.BooklistJack Taylor, who left town at the end of The Guards[BKL D
15 02], isback in Galway. Struggling with drink, drugs, and a thrift-store wardrobe, he's still staggering from
awelcome-back hangover when he's offered ajob. Someone is murdering young tinkers, and the police are
refusing to investigate; the head of the tinker clan wants answers. Taylor--also a bookworm and a pop-
culture sponge--isn't just an antihero, he's an antidetective who spends far more time committing crimes
against hisliver than following leads. The supporting cast (including a character from The White Trilogy
[BKL F 1 03]) movesthe action forward while Taylor gets puking drunk, screws up his relationships, and
goes days on end without getting to work. The payoff, for some readers, is Taylor's worldview. He may be a
drunken shambles, but hiswry humor, regret, and sense of impending mortality--often expressed in lines that
are like aphorisms of the doomed--keep readers coming along. Crime solving aside, thisis a strong piece of
crimewriting. Keir Graff Copyright American Library Association. All rights reserved



