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Description :

Prsentation de I'diteurA major new history of Zionism and Israel, by the renowned author of The Ethnic
Cleansing of Palestine.Sinceits foundation in 1948, Israel has drawn onZionism, the movement behind its
creation, toprovide a sense of self and political direction. In thisgroundbreaking new work, I1an Pappe |ooks
at thecontinued role of Zionist ideology. The Idea of |sraglconsiders the way Zionism operates outside of
thegovernment and military in areas such as the countryseducation system, media, and cinema, and theuses
that are made of the Holocaust in supportingthe states ideological structure.In particular, Pappe examines the
way successivegenerations of historians have framed thel948 conflict as a liberation campaign, creating
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afoundation myth that went unquestioned in Israglisociety until the 1990s. Pappe himself was part ofthe post-
Zionist movement that arose then. He wasattacked and received death threats as he exposedthe truth about
how Palestinians have been treatedand the gruesome structure that links the productionof knowledge to the
exercise of power. The Ideaof Israel isapowerful and urgent intervention in thewar of ideas concerning the
past, and the future, ofthe Palestinianisraeli conflict.Revue de pressePappes book explores is whether
Zionism as the cornerstone of Israel hasin fact been manipulated by the state and institutions such as
universities and the mediato provide ajustification for the reality on the ground. The book comes at an
interesting time for Israel and its neighbours. John Kerrys peace process refuses to die, despite elements on
both sides seemingly united only in their opposition to it, and realities in aturbulent Middle East mean that
Israel and traditional foes, especially those in the Persian Gulf, find themselvesin rare agreement, especially
in relation to the thorny issues of Syriaand a nuclear Iran. Independent Ilan Papp is a scholar and a pro-
Palestinian political activist. He is one of the most prominent Israeli political dissidentsliving in exile,
having moved from the University of Haifato the University of Exeter. He is also one of the few Isragli
students of the conflict who write about the Palestinian side with real knowledge and empathy. Papp places
Zionism under an uncompromising lens The Idea of Isragl is not a history book but a close study of the role
of Zionist ideology in the making of modern Israel and of the continuing relevance of thisideology today in
politics, the education system, the media, the cinema and A shkenazi-Sephardi relations. Avi Shlaim,
GuardianEven those who are familiar are likely to find Papp's elegantly narrated account useful and
stimulating An excellent overview of the Israeli field of knowledge production and its relationship to the
making of (theideaof) Israel. Gil Hochberg, Journal of Palestine Studies Along with the late Edward Said,
Ilan Pappe is the most eloquent writer of Palestinian history. New Statesman An essential read for anyone
trying to understand the politics and history of the Middle East. FrontlinePrsentation de |'diteurA major new
history of Zionism and Israel, by the renowned author of The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine.Since its
foundation in 1948, Israel has drawn onZionism, the movement behind its creation, toprovide a sense of self
and political direction. In thisgroundbreaking new work, llan Pappe looks at thecontinued role of Zionist
ideology. The Idea of Israel considers the way Zionism operates outside of thegovernment and military in
areas such as the countryseducation system, media, and cinema, and theuses that are made of the Holocaust
in supportingthe states ideological structure.In particular, Pappe examines the way successivegenerations of
historians have framed the1948 conflict as a liberation campaign, creating afoundation myth that went
unguestioned in Israglisociety until the 1990s. Pappe himself was part ofthe post-Zionist movement that
arose then. He wasattacked and received death threats as he exposedthe truth about how Palestinians have
been treatedand the gruesome structure that links the productionof knowledge to the exercise of power. The
|deaof Israel isapowerful and urgent intervention in thewar of ideas concerning the past, and the future,
ofthe Palestinianlsraeli conflict.



