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Description :  Description du produit"THE WISEST AND MOST CAPTIVATING NOVEL TAN HAS 
WRITTEN."--The Boston Sunday Globe"TRULY MAGICAL . . . UNFORGETTABLE . . . The first-person 
narrator is Olivia Laguni, and her unrelenting nemesis from childhood on is her half-sister, Kwan Li. . . . It is 
Kwan's haunting predictions, her implementation of the secret senses, and her linking of the present with the 
past that cause this novel to shimmer with meaning--and to leave it in the readers mind when the book has 

long been finished."--The San Diego Tribune"HER MOST POLISHED WORK . . . Tan is a wonderful 
storyteller, and the story's many strands--Olivia's childhood, her courtship and marriage, Kwan's ghost 
stories and village tales--propel the work to its climactic but bittersweet end." --USA Today"TAN HAS 

ONCE MORE PRODUCED A NOVEL WONDERFULLY LIKE A HOLOGRAM: turn it this way and find 
Chinese-Americans shopping and arguing in San Francisco; turn it that way and the Chinese of Changmian 

village in 1864 are fleeing into the hills to hide from the rampaging Manchus. . . . THE HUNDRED 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B008CBD21I


SECRET SENSES doesn't simply return to a world but burrows more deeply into it, following new trails to 
fresh revelations. --Newsweek

Prsentation de l'diteurThe international bestseller from the author of The Joy Luck Club and The Bonesetters 
Daughter.Olivia Yee is only five years old when Kwan, her older sister from China, comes to live with the 

family and turns her life upside down, bombarding her day and night with ghostly stories of strange 
ancestors from the world of Yin. Olivia just wants to lead a normal American life.For the next thirty years, 

Olivia endures visits from Kwan and her ghosts, who appear in the living world to offer advice on 
everything from restaurants to Olivias failed marriage. But just when she cannot bear it any more, the 

revelations of a tragic family secret finally open her mind to the startling truths hidden in Kwans unorthodox 
vision of the world.From Publishers WeeklyTan's novel of the conflicts between two very different Chinese 

American sisters spent 12 weeks on PW's bestseller list. Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, 
Inc.From School Library JournalYA?Olivia, the narrator of this story, was born to an American mother and 
a Chinese father. She meets her 18-year-old Chinese half sister, Kwan, for the first time shortly after their 

father's death. Kwan adores "Libby-ah" and tries to introduce her to her Chinese heritage through stories and 
memories. Olivia is embarrassed by her sibling, but finds as she matures that she has inadvertently absorbed 
much about Chinese superstitions, spirits, and reincarnation. Olivia explains, "My sister Kwan believes she 

has Yin eyes. She sees those who have died and now dwell in the World of Yin..." Now in her mid-30s, 
Olivia, a photographer, is still seeking a meaningful life. The climax of the story comes when she and her 

estranged husband Simeon, a writer, go to China on assignment with Kwan as the interpreter. In the village 
in which she grew up, Kwan returns to the world of Yin, her mission completed. Olivia finally learns what 
Kwan was trying to show her: "If people we love die, then they are lost only to our ordinary senses. If we 
remember, we can find them anytime with our hundred secret senses." The meshing of the contemporary 

story of Olivia and the tales Kwan tells of her past life in late-19th century China may confuse some readers. 
Although this story is different from Tan's previous novels because of the supernatural twist, YAs will find 

some familiar elements.?Carol Clark, R. E. Lee High School, Springfield, VACopyright 1996 Reed Business 
Information, Inc. 


