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Description : Description du produitEdgar Award-winning author Laurie R. King again proves her flair for
tantalizing mystery in thisfirst novel of an acclaimed series. Long since retired from his observations of
criminal humanity, Sherlock Holmesis engaged in areclusive study of honeybee behavior on the Sussex

Downs. Never did he expect to meet an intellect to match his own--until he made the acquaintance of a very

modern 15-year-old girl whose mental acuity is equaled only by her audacity, tenacity, and unconventional

taste for trousers and cloth caps. Under the master detective's sardonic instruction, Miss Mary Russell hones

her talent for deduction, disguises, and danger--in the chilling case of alandowner's mysterious fever, and in

the kidnapping of an American senator's daughter in the wilds of Wales. But her ultimate challenge is yet to
come. A near-fatal bomb on her doorstep--and another on Holmes's--sends the two sleuths on the trail of a


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00GQ6043A

villain whose machinations scatter meaningless clues and seem utterly without motive. The bomber's
objective, however, is quite clear: to end Russell and Holmes's partnership...and their lives.

Prsentation de I'diteurThe Twentieth-Anniversary Edition of the First Novel of the Acclaimed Mary Russell
Series by Edgar AwardWinning Author Laurie R. King. An Agatha Award Best Novel Nominee Named One
of the Century's Best 100 Mysteries by the Independent Mystery Booksellers Association In 1915, Sherlock
Holmesisretired and quietly engaged in the study of honeybeesin Sussex when ayoung woman literally
stumbles onto him on the Sussex Downs. Fifteen years old, gawky, egotistical, and recently orphaned, the
young Mary Russell displays an intellect to impress even Sherlock Holmes. Under his reluctant tutelage, this
very modern, twentieth-century woman proves a deft protge and afitting partner for the Victorian detective.
They are soon called to Wales to help Scotland Y ard find the kidnapped daughter of an American senator, a
case of international significance with cluesthat dip deep into Holmes's past. Full of brilliant deduction,
disguises, and danger, The Beekeeper's Apprentice, the first book of the Mary Russell Sherlock Holmes
mysteries, is"remarkably beguiling” (The Boston Globe).From Publishers WeeklySherlock Holmes takes on
ayoung, female apprentice in this delightful and well-wrought addition to the master detective's casework.
In the early years of WW I, 15-year-old American Mary Russell encounters Holmes, retired in Sussex
Downs where Conan Doyle left him raising bees. Mary, an orphan rebelling against her guardian aunt's
strictures, impresses the sleuth with her intelligence and acumen. Holmes initiates her into the mysteries of
detection, allowing her to participate in afew cases when she comes home from her studies at Oxford. The
collaboration isignited by the kidnapping in Wales of Jessica Simpson, daughter of an American senator.
The sleuthing duo find signs of the hand of a master criminal, and after Russell rescues the child, attempts
are made on their lives (and on Watson's), with evidence piling up that the master criminal is out to get
Holmes and al he holds dear. King ( A Grave Talent ) has created afitting partner for the Great Detective: a
quirky, intelligent woman who can hold her own with a man renowned for his contempt for other people's
thought processes. Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.From School Library JournalY A-At 15,
Mary Russell istall and gangling, bespectacled and bookish. In 1915, the orphaned heiressisliving in her
ancestral home with an embittered aunt she has plucked from genteel poverty to act as a guardian until she
reaches her mgjority. In order to escape the woman's generally malevolent disposition, she wanders the
Downs. On one such outing, she trips over a gaunt, elderly man sitting on the ground, "watching bees." This
gentleman turns out to be Sherlock Holmes, and the resulting acquaintance evolves into a mentoring
experience for the young woman. The story iswell written in a style slightly reminiscent of Conan Doyl€'s,
but is also very much King's own. The plot is somewhat predictable, but the characterizations are excellent
and the times and places are skillfully evoked. Readers come to understand much of Holmes that was
unexplained by Dr. Watson. These additions are entirely plausible, and the relationship between the great
detective and his apprentice is delightful. Readers see much of Sussex, London, and even of student life at
Oxford and the conditions of Romanies (Gypsies) in Wales. Wartime Britain is accurately evoked, and the
wholeisalot of fun to read. While afitting addition to the Holmes oeuvre, the narrative is delightfully
feminist. Itislikely to please Y As aready entranced by Sherlock Holmes and will surely attract afew new
fans.Susan H. Woodcock, King's Park Library, Burke, VACopyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.



