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Description :

Prsentation de I'diteur”Julian Trent, you have been found guilty by this court of perpetrating aviolent and
unprovoked attack on an innocent family including a charge of attempted murder. Y ou have shown little or
no remorse for your actions and | consider you a danger to society."When defence barrister Geoffrey Mason
hears the judge's verdict, he quietly hopes that along and arduous custodial sentence will be handed down to

his arrogant young client. That Julian Trent only receives eight years seems all too lenient. Little does
Mason expect that he'll be looking Trent in the eyes again much sooner than he'd ever imagined. Setting
aside his barrister's wig, Mason heads to Sandown to don his racing silks. An amateur jockey, histrue
passion is to be found in the saddle on a Thoroughbred, pounding the turf in the heat of a steeplechase. But
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when afellow rider is brutally murdered - a pitchfork driven through his chest - Mason's racing life soon
becomes al too close to hisworking life. The prime suspect is one of their brethren, champion jockey Steve
Mitchell; the evidence is overwhelming.Mason is reluctant to heed Mitchell's pleas for legal advice - but
soon he finds himself at the centre of a sinister web of threat and intimidation. Mason is left fighting a battle
of right and wrong, and more immediately, a battle of life and death... his own..co.ukThere are few thriller
writers who have had such long and distinguished careers as Dick Francis, and hislengthy series of books
(with their zesty recreations of the racing world) are among many readers favourite novelsin the genre.
Recently, ill-health seemed to threaten the author's reliable productivity, and the death of hiswife (who had
long been a behind-the-scenes collaborator on his books) made it appear that the golden days of the Dick
Francis racing thriller were firmly in the past. However, hereis Silks, the result of a collaboration between
Dick Francis and his son Felix -- and it will be awelcome arrival for the legions of Francis admirers. Julian
Trent isfound guilty of aviolent unprovoked attack on an innocent family and a charge of attempted murder.
He is accused by the judge of showing no remorse for his actions, but receives aremarkably light sentence.
Surprisingly, this news is not welcome to his defence barrister, Geoffrey Mason, who was secretly hoping
for amore severe judgement against his client, whom he does not like. Mason is a part-time jockey (thisisa
novel with Dick Francis's name on the jacket, after all), and when Mason dons his racing silks and travels to
Sandown to follow his real passion -- riding a thoroughbred in a heated steeplechase -- he finds that he
cannot leave the violence that is often the bread and butter of his profession behind him A fellow rider is
savagely killed by a pitchfork driven through the chest, and there is a persuasive amount of evidence against
champion jockey Steve Mitchell as the killer, but Mason becomes involved -- and finds al the various
aspects of hislife coalescing in aletha fashion. Dick Francis has 41 novels under his belt, and remains the
consummate thriller practitioner. Felix, his son, had helped with the research on his father's novels over the
last 40 years (notably Twice Shy, Shattered and Under Orders). Silksistheir second full collaboration after
Dead Heat, and should provides Francis aficionados with all the elements they've grown accustomed to. --
Barry ForshawFrom Publishers WeeklyAfter collaborating on Dead Heat (2007), bestseller Francis and his
son, Felix, deliver another gripping thriller with athoroughbred racing backdrop. Soon after London
barrister Geoffrey Mason, an amateur jockey by avocation, starts receiving a series of threatening messages
from aformer client, Julian Trent, whose conviction for assault was overturned on appeal, Mason reluctantly
accepts the defense of ajockey, Steve Mitchell, accused of the pitch-fork murder of fellow rider Scot Barlow
at a steeplechase event. Mitchell and Barlow had fallen out over Barlow's sister, a vet and Mitchell's former
girlfriend, who took her own life just a short while before. When unknown parties order Mason to lose the
case, he must balance his professional ethics and his sense of self-preservation. The solid writing and
engaging lead will carry readers along at a brisk pace, though some may find the dramatic courtroom

revelation of the murderer overly theatrical. (Sept.) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of
Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.



