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Par Jacqueline Winspear : Pardonable 
Lies  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Pardonable Lies: 

Description :  Description du produitAgatha Christie+s Miss Marple. Sue Grafton+s Kinsey Millhone. 
Alexander McCall Smith+s Precious Ramotswe. Every once in a while, a detective bursts on the scene who 
captures readers+ hearts-and imaginations-and doesn+t let go. And so it was with Jacqueline Winspear+s 

Maisie Dobbs, who made her debut just two years ago in the eponymously titled first book of the series, and 
is already on her way to becoming a household name. A deathbed plea from his wife leads Sir Cecil Lawton 
to seek the aid of Maisie Dobbs, psychologist and investigator. As Maisie soon learns, Agnes Lawton never 

accepted that her aviator son was killed in the Great War, a torment that led her not only to the edge of 
madness but to the doors of those who practice the dark arts and commune with the spirit world. In accepting 

the assignment, Maisie finds her spiritual strength tested, as well as her regard for her mentor, Maurice 
Blanche. The mission also brings her together once again with her college friend Priscilla Evernden, who 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00AZZTP4M


served in France and who lost three brothers to the war-one of whom, it turns out, had an intriguing 
connection to the missing Ralph Lawton.

Prsentation de l'diteurLondon 1930. Maisie Dobbs, the renowned psychologist and investigator, receives a 
most unusual request. She must prove that Sir Cecil Lawton's son Ralph is really dead. This is a case that 
will challenge Maisie in unexpected ways, for Ralph Lawton was an aviator shot down by enemy fire in 

1917. To get to the bottom of the mystery, Maisie must travel to the former battlefields of northern France, 
where she served as a nurse in the Great War and where ghosts of her past still linger. As her investigation 
moves closer to the truth, Maisie soon uncovers the secrets and lies that some people would prefer remain 
buried.From Publishers WeeklyStarred . Agatha-winner Winspear's engrossing third Maisie Dobbs novel 
maintains the high quality of its predecessors, Maisie Dobbs (2003) and Birds of a Feather (2004). In late 

1930, the London "psychologist and investigator" gets involved in three cases: proving the innocence of a 13-
year-old farm girl, Avril Jarvis, accused of murder; undertaking a search for Sir Cecil Lawton's only son, a 

pilot shot down behind enemy lines in WWI, whose body was never recovered; and looking into the 
circumstances of the death of her university friend Priscilla Evernden Partridge's brother in France during 
the war. Maisie must go back to the region where, 13 years earlier, she served as a nurse, and confront her 
memories of mud, blood and loss. Filled with convincing characters, this is a complex tale of healing, of 
truth and half-truth, of long-held secrets, some, perhaps, to be held forever. Winspear writes seamlessly, 

enriching the whole with vivid details of English life on a variety of social levels. Copyright Reed Business 
Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From School Library JournalAdult/High 

SchoolIt is 1930 and Maisie Dobbs has been operating her detective cum psychiatric agency for more than a 
year. Her mentor, Maurice Blanche, a cross between Sherlock Holmes and Hercule Poirot, has retired and 

she has been successful on her own. But a new case threatens to take her back to a place she has been trying 
to forget: France, where she was a nurse during the Great War. She has been hired by a successful QC 
(Queen's Counsel) to prove that his only son did die in the war and was not still alive as his recently 

deceased wife believed. The case seems to pit her against Blanche, and she becomes as fearful of him as of 
the strange man following her. This case and one she casually takes on for a friend seem to converge 

frighteningly, and she is emotionally and physically exhausted by the time she wraps them up. Teens will get 
a great feel for the time between the World Wars and the social and economic milieu as the Depression 

approaches and the losses of 1914-'18 seem more trenchant. Maisie is indomitable and inspiring, and she 
must try to find space in her increasingly busy life for her father and her beau while helping her clients to 
deal with the scars they carry. A thought-provoking series entry, the story contains revelations of secret 

missions, homosexuality, the lives of persons from all layers of society, and a winning heroine who is not 
perfect and is willing to learn from her mistakes.Susan H. Woodcock, Fairfax County Public Library, VA 
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